
Did you know you can add 
value to your home with a 
deck? Well, you can! In fact, 
adding a deck is one of the 
easiest, most cost effective 
ways of increasing your 
home’s value and usable 
living space.living space.
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Does the idea of being able to relax on a deck with a cold drink or being able to host a BBQ with 

your friends and family sound appealing? For many people, it does.  Whether you currently 

have a deck or are looking to build, a deck can add usable living space and increased value to 

your home.  In fact… 

“…building a deck is one of the most efficient and cost-effective ways to add 

value to your home” (Anthony Esh). “On average, when a homeowner adds a deck 

to their home, they are likely to recoup approximately 76% return on their 

investment” (frontdoor.com). 

Because the economy is down, more and more people are spending time at home. According to 

Anthony Esh, “The more people are staying home for entertainment, the more home 

entertainment amenities are worth.” For those considering building a deck, this means adding 

great value to your home.  The percent of return may vary depending on where you live and the 

type of deck you decide to build. The average return will be around 75%, a great return for 

added functional living space! 

It is important to note that wood and composite wood1 decking lose their value over time—not 

what you’re aiming for when you’re trying to add value to your home. In order to see a return 

on your investment, you need a durable deck that will stand the test of time. 

“Building a deck adds value because it adds living space, specifically outdoor 

living space” (Joe Ricker). 

This fact ties directly to the first. The more usable living space you have, the more comfortable 

and appealing your home becomes. During the summer, most people enjoy being able to 

spend time outdoors with friends and family while maintaining all the comforts of home. 

Building a deck enables you to achieve that goal by extending your living space. 

Your new living space can become anything you want: a relaxing, romantic area with a hot tub 

for those chilly evenings; an outdoor stone kitchen with built-in bar, grill, and flat screen TV to 

watch the football games on guy’s night; a decorative table and chairs on a stone patio, perfect 

for doing your nails, having a cup of tea, or drinking a glass of wine on girl’s night; or the perfect 

place for your toddler’s birthday party. No matter what your dream outdoor space is, a deck 

can be the first step in creating your outdoor paradise. 

1 
Composite wood decking, also known as composite lumber, is a combination of plastic and wood fiber.









7 

Figure 2 
Measure from the bottom of the Silca Grate grid to the top of your decking material to get an accurate measurement. 

Once all your measurements are complete and double-checked, you can build your deck frame. 

Silca Grates are made to fit directly onto a standard 16” decking base. The side edges for each 

grate should be directly centered on the joist. To support the weight, each joist needs to be at 

least a 2x8”. 

Figure 3 
Silca Grate Installation Diagram
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http://grandviewoutdoor.com/general/benefits-of-installing-raised-patios/
http://www.gossencorp.com/blog/?p=886
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http://www.groundtradesxchange.com/pavers/polymeric_sand.htm
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